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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study the personal
characteristics and socio-economic conditions of farmers as well as to
study .1and use and knowledge of soil erosion. It was also to study
farmers’ opinions on the soil and water conservation by other methods
and by vetiver grass including problems and suggestions of farmers who
conducted soil conservation by using vetiver grass.

Data was collected from 129 Hmong farmers. Individual
interview was conducted by the use Qf quest.ionnaires. Data was

analysed by Statistical Package for the Sccial Sciences (SPSS).



From research findings, it was found that the average age of
farmers was 34.7 years with 79 percent were vegetable growers. Most
farmers (55 percent) were illiterate. Family iabour was 3.39 persons
on average. Total anmual non-farm income was 4,474.42 Baht while farm
income was 21,484.50 Baht on average. Most farmers had received
agricultural information from government officials.

Household farm size was 2.22 plots (4.84 rai) on average with
86.82 percent of farmers using their land all year round. Seventy
percent, of farmers realized the impact of so0il erosion which resulted
in the reduction of farm production and they should protect s0il
erosion.

The farmers still misunderstood that ploughing, weeding and
burning were the methods of soil conservation. Most farmers (74.42
percent) agreed with soil conservation by vetiver grass while 88.77
percent of farmers could make vetiver grass strip for soil
conservation. But the rest (30.23 percent) were unable to do so due to
lack of family labour, lack of knowledge in designing grass strip and
lack of vetiver grass seedlings.

Suggestions from farmers are as follows :.government should
do campaign on soil and water conservation by vetiver grass strips
through vetiver grass propagation, grass seedling caring and grass
strips management in dry season. Farmers should participate in every
step because so0il and water conservation by vetiver grass is the

common technology that farmers could conduct by themselves.



