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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the level of
needs for knowledge on integrated farming systems of sub-district
extension workers , the relationship between their personal backgrounds
and the ilevel of needs for knowledge on integrated farming systems, and
the problems and some suggestions about their work on integrated

farming systems.



The population studied were 199 sub-district extension workers,
working on integrated farming systems in 9 provinces in the lower north
of Thailand. One hundred samples were randomly selected and data
coilection was  done  through mailed-questionnaires. Data were
analyzed by using percentage , mean , standard deviation and

Chi-square test.

From research findings, it was found that most sub-district
extension workers were 13.76 yesrs of working, with Bachelor degree
or equivalent, married, having domicile in northern region, used to work
outside their own domicile, received salary between 10,001-15,000 Baht,
having working area in 1.35 sub-districts, 11.97 villages and 1410.80
households, attended training on integrated farming systems and thought
that they need more additional knowledge. Sources of agricultural
information were from agriculiural documents and most of them had the
level of knowledge and understanding on integrated farming systems at
the high level.

As regards the needs for knowledge on integrated farming
systems, it was found that sub-district extension workers needed
knowledge particutary on the process and methods of practicing
integrated farming entitled *Some specific ‘techniques on integrated
farming”. They needed to increase their knowledge through field trip most

and they still need for knowledge on integrated farming sysiems.

From hypothesis testing, it was found that only sources of
agricultural information were related to the needs for knowIedge on
integrated farming systems. As for working duration ,educational level ,
marital status, domicile,working background, salary level, work'ing area,
training experiences and the level of knowledge and undefrstanding on
integrated farming were not related te the needs for knowledge on

integrated farming at ali.



The problems of sub-district extension workers include inadequate
budget, farmer *s problems themselves, natural disasters and water

resource for farming, and problems about their work.

Recommendations based on this research results were sources
of agricultural information concerning integrated farming systems
should be promoted , annual budget should be increased, quality inputs
should be supplied to farmers, farmer’s training on integrated farming
systems should be organized , cleared policy and working target should be
set up and cooperation from other concerned agencies should be

strengthened.



