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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study the
personal characteristics, socio-economic  factors of the
respodents as well as the development process under Sam Mun
Highland Development Project by the use of indigenous knowledge
and the participation of people organization in manageing natural
resources. The study also investigates farmers’ problems, needs

and the recommendation for improving natural resource management.



The population in this study are classified in two
groups; the first group comprises of 120 samples being selected
from the farmers under the Sam Mun Highland Development Project,
by the use of simple random sampling. The second group included
10 community leaders and 5 local officers. The survey research
has been employed for data collection. Data analysis has been
done through Statistical Package for the Social Science/Prosonal
Computer (SPSS/PC+). Various statistical tests such as
percentage, mean, average, standard deviation (§.D), Chi-square
test. as well as Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient

for hypothesis testing are used.

From research findings, it is found that the major
causes leading to community behaviour cousing deterioration of
natural resources, e.g. forest, soil and water, that is, lack of
3  major indigenous knowledge, namely, lack of community
consciousness, lack of compunity adminstration and lack of
appropriate technology. The community consciousness and
indigenous knowledge are the operational strategies in natural

resource management in Sam Mun Highland Development Project..

The research findings show that most of the respondents
are male with the average age of 35.5 years. Most of them are
uneducated size is 5.72 person. About 50% of the sample posseses

the posittion in social organization. The main sources of



information are from their neighbours and village committee. The
study found that have ritht understanding and knowledge
concerning indigenous knowledge at the medium level. Most of

them have participation at a medium level.

Regarding natural resource management, it is found that
indigenous knowledge and farmer’s participation are positivel&
related to natural resource management.. Information access is
related to natural resource management at a medium level, while

age and farm size do not show any relationahip.

The prior constraint of natural resource management
includes;

1) lack of technical knowledge and problem-solving
skill to mange natural resources 2) insufficient water supply
for farming and 3) lack of knowledge and equipments for forest

fire protection particularly in the dry season.

Based on research results, the information delivery
system should bhe developed more efficiently. The government
should pay more attention to indigenous knowledge in order to
manage the natural resources by setting up people organization at

both village and networking levels.



