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Abstract

Studies on minimal flowering size bulbs of Phaedranassa spp.

by dissecting the shoot apex of various size of bulbs at the dormant
stage revealed that bulbs of the size of 3.1-5.0, 5.1-7.0 cm in
circumference performed no flower bud while some of 7.1-9.0 cm and
9.1-11.0 cm initiated flower buds and the bulbs of 11.1-13.0 cm and
13.1-15.0 cm gave 100% complete flower buds.

The experiment of bulb storage showed that the bulbs could be
stored for a period of 15 weeks at 10 ¢ with least damage of the flower
buds. Storing the bulbs at 5°c caused a little morphological change to
the bulbs, but the bulbs fialed to flower in the field, i.e. resulting
from flower bud abortion. Bulbs stored at room temperature emerged the

flowers in storage during the first 3 weeks.



Phaedranassa inflorescences could be harvested at bud stage,
and allowed to bloom in the vase containing preservative solution.
Suitable vase solution should contain 10% of sucrose and 300 ppm of
8-HQS. Adding 25-50 ppm of silver nitrate or 500 ppm of cirtic acid or
60 ppm of kinetin to the vase solution improved the total number of
opened florets per infloressence, the number of florets bloomed in the
same day and increased the vase life of the infloresscences. Aluminium
sulfate of 50 and 500 ppm and benzoic acid of 250 ppm in concentration
showed no effect on improving the postharvest quality of the flowers.

Flower storage at 2 ¢ with or without plusing in 10% of
sucrose and 300 ppm of 8-HQS gave no satisfactory results. Dry storage
at room temperature showed that the flowers reciving water through the

cut end of flower stalks could be kept with least damage to flower

quality for 2 days.’



