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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to identify the
general background of women and women's participation in the
work force and , (2) to study the factors effecting women's
participation in the work force.

“ The samples of this research were 101 married couples
of two areas of different distances from the city, an ares
nearby the city (ANC) and an a8area far from the city (AFC).
The data was collected by the use of interview schedule and
participatory rural appraisal method. The result of this
research can be concluded as follows ¢

The average age of women was 39 years, the majority
of them finished primary education , their status of wealth
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and delidence of half of them were perceived at middle level
and few of them had formal leader status.

There was a higher percentage of extended families in
AFC than in ANC ; 39.34 % as compared to 12.50 % . In both
areas , half of the families had school-aged <children and
few of +them had preschool-aged children. About two-thirds
of women in ANC had been trained in off-farm occupational
skills , while less than 10 % of +the other area lacked this
opportunity. Families of AFC had agricultural production for
the entire year, but those in ANC had agricultural production
only in the dry season. In ANC , the average farm size per
househecld was larger than the counterpart , but the average
income was less. Amount of debt of families in AFC was more
than that of the other area.

Women watched television about ! hour and 42 minutes
per day, listened to the radio about 22 minutes per day and
read the newspaper about 14 minutes per week, indifferently
between both areas.

More than 80 % of the women in AFC and less than half
of theq in the other area worked for labour exchange and
hiring on farms. About +three-forths of them in ANC and only
9.84 % in the other area worked off-farm.

The hypothesises test of factors significantly
correlating with women's participation in the work force in
ANC were as follows : number of preschool-aged children,
number of school-aged children and hushand agreement were
significant. Factors in the other area which were significant

were! husband agreement, status of wealth, deligence of woman



and formal leader status. In both areas , the factors not
found significantly correlating with women's participation
in the work force were § age, education, mass communication
received , off-farm occupational skills , debt, farm size,
character of family and income (excluding woman's income).

The couples of ANC had no differences on participation
in the work force , but differences were found in the other
area. Prospectively , women in ANC had more participation in
the work force than women in AFC.

The suggestions of this research can be summarized
as follows ¢ to consider the background of the audience and
area before providing agricultural and occupational extension
plan, to monitor and evaluate after extension implementation,
to promote occupations to teenagers who have finished primary
school and have had no opportunity to study at higher level,
to determine target clientele to meet extensional issues , to
promote day care centre or kindergarten service in villages
and to use participatory rural appraisal method in collecting

some data.



