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ABSTRACT

The study of “Political Culture of Wat Kaed Community, Chiang Mai Municipality:
A Case Study of Autonomous Chiang Mai Metropolitan Project” has two major objectives: (1) to
study the cultural politics of the middle class and grassroots groups in Tambon Wat Kaed; (2) to
study factors influencing the form of cultural-political characteristics of middle class and
grassroots groups. It is a qualitative study which was conducted by in-depth interviewing and
observing the exhibitions on “Chiang Mai Metropolitan Project” from both groups. There are 25
samplings, which were selected from the middle class and grassroots groups.

The result showed that population opinions who have got the impact from problems of
operating this project has reflected on cultural traits of people from both groups. This corresponds
to the participation political culture that has resulted from people’s understanding about
democracy that it should exist at every administrative level, including political concept of the
people. It was found that factors influencing the opinions of the characteristics of cultural politics
of both groups have resulted from decentralization concept (e.g. Chiang Mai Metropolitan
Project) and from various problems in the community. Thus, people in the community should
solve the problems by meeting/brainstorming which is the stimulating factor for people in

Wat Kaed community to increase their political awareness.



