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ABSTRACT

A study on the Factors Affecting the Direct Election of Local Administrators in
Lamphun Province in 2008, with the objective of studying the factors that have effects on the
Direct Election of local administrators of Lamphun Provincial Administrative Organization
together with the problems and obstacles of its direct election in 2008. This study was both
quantitative and qualitative in nature. The study used an interview method to gather information
from 5 personnel within the organization and used a questionnaire to collect information from
375 Lamphun voters.

The study found that the decentralization policy stimulated people to give importance
in exercising their voting rights in the Provincial Administrative elections, and made people in the
community closely follow the various policies and ideas which the candidates were proposing, as
well as following the actions of the Provincial Administrator. The policy increased the
community’s interest level in politics and in community development. On the Provincial
Administration side, the policy encouraged the administration to conduct business in an effective
way to solve the community’s problems and troubles. People received public services that were
good and commensurate with their needs, and the Provincial Administrator sincerely looked after
the worries of people in the community. The people were also able to take part in community
development efforts along with the Provincial Administrative staff.

But at the same time, one can still find the problems of vote buying as well as a lack of
public relations and information. Elections of local administrators and assemblymen give the

people to know local development in the area still emphasizes just a basic foundation. People



lack a good stake in checking the budgets and accounts. The Provincial Administrator is not
making progress. Additionally, the work of the Administration is still being interfered with by
national level politicians and still not well-integrated with the efforts of other local government

agencies.



