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ABSTRACT

The independent study title “Effects of the Tourist Promotion Policy on the Socio-
Economic Conditions in Phrae Province” determines three focused purposes as follows:

1. To study the tourist policy and tourist promotion of the government in Phrae
province.

2. To study the socio-economic change of Phrae province caused by the governmental
tourist promotion policy.

3. To study the measure used to prevent the negative effect of the tourist promotion
policy on both the economic as well as the social conditions.

The data were collected from the review literature about tourist and development in
Phrae province and also from the interview with 25 opinions from 5 groups of Phrae
representatives; politician, governmental officer, private organization, businessman, and mass
communication. The raw data from both sources were brought to be analysed, according to the
purposes of the study.

The study portrayed that tourist policy in Phrae province was implemented by plans
and projects under the three main strategies as listed:

1. One Tambon One Product (OTOP) project, SMEs, trade and investment
implementation and poverty solution.

2. Cultural conservation and tourist development.



3. Natural resources and environmental preservation.

Key informants mostly agreed that the tourist promotion policy created the change in
occupation, employment, income distribution, growth and inflating of investment in the positive
direction. Nonetheless, the tourist promotion policy also increased the cost of living and this
might effect an expenses of Phrae population in long term.

For the measure to prevent the negative effect that might occur because of the tourist
promotion policy, key informants viewed that the measure should be determined as the policy to
prevent problem in long term. The understanding about tourist industry of the local residents
should also be enhanced as well as the measure about cleanliness of the tourist attractions should

be attentive.



