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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this independent study are:
1. To learn about the attitudes of local residents towards the upgrading of Nong Khwai
District Administration Organization to be a District Municipality which will be
processed according to the prevailing steps and regulations.
2. To learn about the levels of knowledge and understanding of local residents on the
duties and powers of a District Administration and District Municipality.
The study’s hypothesis is that most of the local residents do not want the upgrading to be
a District Municipality due to their backgrounds.
The study uses quantitative research methodology by using questionaires to gather data
and information from 371 samples who are 18 years old upwards residents. In addition,

qualitative research methodology is also used by conducting itemized interviews.



The study finds that:

The local residents are not certain about the upgrading of status due to the uncertainties
on the duties and powers of a District Municipality, on the sources of revenues and budget, on the
election system and on work supervision and transparency of the administration. This stems from
the lack of people’s knowledge and understanding on the roles and powers of a District
Administration and a District Municipality.

The study recommends that rules and regulation of the upgrading of status should be
clarified, local residents should be allowed to participate in the brain storming in order to let the
local people decide their own local destiny. In so doing, local public attention towards local
administration will be promoted which in turn will develop local administration organizations to
better serve the public needs and to find solutions to local problems. This will lead to the

decentralization of powers which is an important principle of democratic government.



