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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the
relationship between newborne weight with three different
maternal characteristics including personality, demographic
and social behavior. The study compared the target group of
mothers in the ordinary ward with mothers residing in private
ward all of whom were singleton deliveries and resided at
Maharaj Nakorn Chiangmai Hospital, Muang District, Chiangmai
Province. The data was collected during the period of time
from 15 November 199t to 25 December 1991 by quota sampling
technique. There were a total of 300 mothers sampled 150
cases from the ordinary ward and 150 cases from the private

ward.



The results obtained from this study revealed that :
1. The mothers residing in the private ward showed better
scores of nutritional knowledge and consuming behavior during
pregnancy than those residing in the ordinary ward. These
gcores were correlated positively with the newborne weight but
the coefficient of‘ determination of ﬁothers in the ordinary
ward showed higher points than those in the private ward.

2. The majority of the independent variables from
maternal personal characteristics showed the effects on
newborne weight than those from maternal demographic
characteristics. The maternal height, weight gain, gestational
age, income and education were correlated positively with the
newborne weight, but mothers having agricultural occupation had
the newborne birth weight lower than those having other
occupations.

3. Nutritional knowledge and consuming behavior of
mothers during pregnancy and number of living children showed
the positive effects on newborne weight., But mothers having
higher education showed the newborne birth weight lowér than
those having lower education.

4, The major results of this study agreed with the

previous research assumptions.

—y



