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Abstract

A study of behavioral differences between silver

pheasants (Lophura nycthemera Jonesi) and Chantaboon silver

pheasants (Lophura nycthemera lewesi) was carried out in Chiang

Mai Zoo from April 1985 to May 1987. Eight silver pheasants
and 4 Chantaboon silver pheasants were housed in identical cages.
The behavior of the birds was recorded by observation,
photography and tape recording of vocalizations. The general
behaviour pattern of the 2 pheasant subspecies did not differ
great.ly. The frequency of conmforting behavior (especially
preening) of Chantaboon silver pheasants was higher than for
silver pheasants but eating, locomot.ion and defecation of the 2
subspecies were not different. The patterns of social behavior
were not different but the frequency of aggression and courtship
of male silver pheasants was higher and more violent than for

male Chantaboon silver pheasants. The social behavier of the



females of the 2 subspecies were not different. Silver pheasants
and Chantaboon silver pheasants entered breeding season from
October until the molting season in July. Size of nests and eggs
of the Chantaboon silver pheasants were larger than for the
silver pheasants. The red plumage on the head of chantaboon
silver pheasant chicks was darker than that of silver pheasant
chicks. More over the behavior of 7 silver pheasants and 4 chan-
taboon silver pheasants was also observaed at the exhibited
aviaries in Chiang Mai Zoo and in Choeng doi Suthep Nature and

Wwildlife Education Centre Chiang Mai.



