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ABSTRACT

This study had three main objectives which were 1) to analyze political, economic, social,
and geographical and climatic factors affecting the implementation of tobacco regulation; 2) to
examine impacts of tobacco regulation on tobacco farmers in Chiang Mai Province; and 3) to

identify problems and obstacles in implementing Tobacco regulation.

The sample of this study was 267 tobacco farmers and 2 tobacco station leaders. Data
were collected through questionnaire and interview schedule and processed by the Statistical
Package for Social Sciences/Personal Computer (SPSS/PC), including Frequency, Percentage,

Mean and Standard Deviation.

According to the study, it could be summarized as follows:

1) The political, economic, social, and geographical and climatic factors affected the
implementation of tobacco regulation. To illustrate, regressive economy resulted in the decreasing
order of tobacco leaves. In addition, the competition trade with foreign cigarettes leaded to the
continuous decline of cigarette sale volume of Thailand Tobacco Monopoly, resulting in the lower
demand of domestic tobacco leaves. Regarding the social factor the study revealed that the anti
smoking campaign and advertisement that points out the danger of smoking caused number of
smokers to decline. These factors affect the lessening quota of tobacco planting. In the matter of
the political factor, Thailand Tobacco Monopoly, Ministry of Finance, single-handed by determine

quota of buying and exporting tobacco, It also promote and supports tobacco planting and controlls



tobacco production to be in accordce with market situation. In respect of the geographical and
climatic factor, it appeared that tobacco plants needed rainfall and moist air. As a result, the
Northern part of Thailand which was cold, humid as well as mountainous, was for suitable tobacco

planting.

2) The majority of tobacco farmers in Chiang Mai Province were affected from the
tobacco control regulation at a high level. The main purpose of tobacco control regulation was to
develop the quality of carefully monitor tobacco in order to reach an international standard. The
tobacco production process is in need from nursery planting, planting, nurturing tobacco plants,
and harvesting the fresh to the dehydrating process. Accordingly, tobacco farmers had to follow
that process strictly in order to produce good quality tobacco leaves required by standard.
However, some tobacco farmers lack knowledge and understanding of controlling measures. It
was apparent that fobacco leaves have poisonous substances, thus failed required standard.
Consequently, Thailand Tobacco Monopoly did not buy those tobacco leaves even though the

farmers received selling quota from them.

3) There were several problems and obstacles found in implementing the tobacco control
regulation. To clarify, tobacco farmers lack knowledge and understanding in following the tobacco
control regulation process. Besides, there was an uncertainty of quantity of tobacco leaves and
price of Thailand Tobacco Monopoly. The flucfuation of the foreign exchange rates brought about
the difficulties in production planning and an increasing production costs compelled farmers

inability to plant tobacco.



