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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study is to analyze the ratio of merchant and businessmen in
comparative with other occupations in the accession to the politics in Chiang Mai, Lamphun and
Lampang Province in different socio-economic development periods. The study also focused on the
investigation of the accession to the politics of businessmen in Chiang Mai, Lamphun and Lampang
Province and its impacts in different aspects.Descriptive research and information gathering from the
interviews, documentations, and related printed matters are used in conducting this study.

The Study found that during the election from 1933 to the present Province, the total
number of member of the House of Representatives in Chiang Mai, Lamphun and Lampang were
116 persons comprising of 45 persons from businessmen and merchant professional group which
equivalent to 38.79 percent of the total. The study also found that from the first period of 1932 —
1957, the civil servants were the profession that most accessed to politics. In the second period of
1957 — 1992, the businessmen were the profession that most accessed to politics and the third period
of 1992- to present, the businessmen have been the profession that more accessed to politics than
other professions.

The study also found that, there are 2 different types of the accession to politics of
the businessmen; firstly, the accession through the patronage relationship between business group

and the state power group, for example, militaries, civil servants and politicians; and secondly, the



direct accession to politics as member of the House of Representatives or belong to members of
political parties.

The impacts of the accession to politics of businessmen are either advantages or
disadvantages. The businessmen possess with the broad vision which enable them to better analyze
and understand the needs of development of the country than the politicians and civil servants. In
contrary, the political development of the country will be ceased, if the businessmen intend to
establish the monopoly system either in business or political power, for example, the accession to
politics of Buranupakorn family which enable the income growth of business, service sector and

households in Chiang Mai through various government projects and budget support.



