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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study are to 1) examine how the people in Mueang Chiang Mai
District utilized Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) 2) investigate the effects of government’s policy
to float LPG price 3) propose a resolution to alleviate problems caused by increasing LPG price.
Hypothesis of this study is that each group of informants has been affected by the government’s
policy to float LPG price differently i.e. the effects on public taxi cab driver and food stall owners
are far greater than general people and private LPG-fueled vehicle owners.

Data were collected from 400 informants from Mueang Chiang Mai District area by
means of convenient sampling method. Samples were divided into 4 groups equally (100 samples
per group). These 4 groups are 1) public taxi cab drivers (LPG-fueled vehicle only) 2) food stall
owners 3) general population 4) private LPG-fueled vehicle owners.

The study yielded following results

1) All four groups agreed that Government’s policy to float LPG price has not been
beneficial neither for informants and general public. All four groups of informants found
increasing expense for LPG price was mild comparing to other goods/commodity.

2) All four sample groups found the effects of floating LPG price policy have been rather
indirectly, i.e. increasing LPG price affect other goods/commodity prices to increase. Moreover,
increasing LPG price cause consumers to change the way they utilized LPG. For public taxi cab
drivers group and food stall owners, increasing LPG price is responsible for decreasing their
profit margins.

3) In terms of the policy’s effects on voters’ partisan, all four groups agree that this

policy has slightly to none effect on voters’ favor to any political party



Data show no difference among four groups of informants, thus do not except hypothesis.
From open-ended question of the questionnaire, informants were in accord with each other when
asked about their opinion on the government’s decision to float LPG price. They evaluate this
policy as none beneficial to the people and the government should terminate such policy.
However, if floating LPG price is necessary as a part of macro economic policy, informants
suggested that the government should clarify the necessity of such policy with the people and
should gradually increase LPG price. Moreover, informants suggest that the government should

provide more alternatives or substitutes for LPG and petroleum.



