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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this independent study were to (1) examine the roles of local leaders,
problems, and obstacles on community development and economic enhancement, and (2) propose
problem-solving guidance for community economic enhancement at Tha Wai village, Hang Dong
district, Chiang Mai province.

The subjects in this study were 369 local leaders and Tha Wai villagers. Interview and
questionnaire were employed for data collection. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics-
percentage, frequency, and mean. The hypothesis was tested with SPSS for Windows-Chi-Square
Test. The findings revealed that :

In terms of the understanding and knowledge of leaders’ role, the leaders must first
promote, preserve, and distribute community local knowledge and culture such as wood carving
handicraft. Second, the leaders must promote and support community members to receive
trainings and an opportunity for community economy study tours regularly and continuously.
Next they must understand how to strengthen the community economy, and finally work
cooperatively with the government sector in order to solve the problems of community economy.

In terms of leaders’ role on economic development, the leaders were regarded as
decent role models of economic development for the villagers, they must cooperate with the
government on development and community economy problem solutions. Furthermore, they
must be able to train and introduce the community enhancement by community economy, and
manage the community economy and develop local capacity and marketing system by

establishing manufacturer network, relating manufacturers with terminal markets, such as



between manufacturers and consumers, searching for external markets, and promoting products
and community activities.

In terms of job performance of the local leaders in economic development, Ban Tha
Wai villagers were encouraged to participate in vocational group development. They also
received trainings in development and vocational or income promotion for people in the village.
They were introduced to vocational development and community economy approach, and
reassured of the local knowledge value, such as wood carving handicraft, as well as to preserve
and promote it.

In terms of economic development, the roles of the leaders affected wood carving
promotion and preservation, Ban Tha Wai handicraft group activity, OTOP stores, and cultural
tourism promotion.

Problems and obstacles found were lacking of community product market, knowledge
for community economy development plan, knowledge for establishing learning community stag-
sub-district council, and community economy and vocational promotion information.

The solutions were that the community should receive fund, materials, and cooperation
from government officials and scholars in order to develop the community economy as well as
finding solutions of the problems. Also, the community should regular receive news and
information concerning community economy and vocational promotion from the government and

related organizations.



