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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study entitled “Participation in Local Development Planning of
Local Leaders in Amphoe Chiang Dao, Changwat Chiang Mai: A Comparison Between the
Lowland and Highland Thais has the following objectives: 1) to compare the level of
participation in local planning between lowland and highland leaders and 2) to identify the
variables that relate the participative behavior of the lowland and highland leaders in formulating
the local development plans.

Data were collected from a sample of 250 local leaders in Chiang Dao District,
comprising of village leaders, village committee, members of Tambon Administrative Councils
(TAO), Mayors, Chiefs of TAO Administrative Office and other leaders in the area, 140 of
which were returned and only 130 were good enough for data processing by the computer
program. Statistics used in this research included frequencies, percentage, mean, and standard
deviation. For hypothesis testing, the t-test and chi-square were employed using the significance
level of 0.05 for the test. As for the strength of relationship between variables that proved to be
significantly related, the author had used Cramer’s V to determine the degree of association.

The result of the study revealed that the level of participation in local planning of both
lowland and highland leaders were not significantly different. Both leaders showed medium level
in their participation. When comparing each aspect of participation, the study found that

participation both in the decision-making, implementation and evaluation stages was at the



medium level. Both groups view that they benefited very little from the local development plans.
However, for the integration of the local development plans with district and provincial
development strategies, the lowland leaders could do better than their highland counterparts. This
may be because the highland leaders still lacked the knowledge and understanding in strategic
planning process to solve the development problems in their local communities and did not have
close working relationship with the government officials at the district and provincial levels.

The result of the study also showed the basic socio-economic factors such as sex,
marital status, income, and the number of times the leaders were elected had a significant
relationship with the level of participation in local development planning of both highland and
lowland leaders. Finally, it is hoped that this study will be of some value for those who are keen
in planning integration and trying to encourage every development sector; public, private and the
people’s sector to participate in the planning process to increase the efficiency and effectiveness

of the local development plans.
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