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ABSTRACT

Hypertension is a complicated health problem. Practices of hypertensive surveillance
among village health volunteers (VHVSs) are important for prevention and control of hypertension.
This descriptive study aimed to determine the practices of VHVs at Banklang subdistrict, San Pa
Tong district, Chiang Mai province. The study population was 278 VHVs. Data were collected
during November to December, 2008 using a self-administered questionnaire constructed by the
researcher based on the Ministry of Public Health’s guidelines and a literature review. The
questionnaire consisted of 2 parts: demographic data of VHVs and practices of hypertensive
surveillance among VHVs that consisted of 5 aspects including data collection, risk assessment,
screening, reporting system, and proposing activity plan. The questionnaire was reviewed by
three experts. The content validity index was 0.93 and the reliability tested by Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient was 0.94. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics.

The results of this study showed that the overall practice of hypertensive surveillance
among VHVs was at a high level. Each aspect of practices including data collection, risk

assessment, screening, reporting system, and proposing activity plan were at a high level.



From the study results, the researcher suggests that health personnel should promote

the practices of VHVs continuously in order to prevent and control hypertension more effectively.



