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ABSTRACT

Laminectomy is a major operation which affects patients’ physical, psychosocial,
and economical aspect of health. Laminectomy patients need caring and optimal responses for
effective recovery after an operation. This descriptive study aimed to investigate the needs and
need responses of laminectomy patients. The subjects included 70 laminectomy patients who
were admitted into the male orthopaedic department and female surgery department at
Nakornping hospital, Chiang Mai province from October 2007 to July 2008. The research
instrument was an interview form, which composed of a general data form, needs and need
responses of laminectomy patients form developed by the researcher based on a literature review.
The content validity of the needs and need responses instrument was assessed by three experts
and the result was 0.81. The reliability of the needs and need responses of laminectomy patients’
interview form was tested using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient and obtained the value of 0.86. The
data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The results of this study showed that:
1. needs of laminectomy patients;
1.1. ninety two point eight six percents of the subjects had a survival need in

which need of assistance in cleaning the body was the first priority.



1.2. eighty eight point five seven percents of the subjects had a closeness need in
which receiving a soft touch during nursing care was the first priority.

1.3. ninety two point eight six percents of the subjects had a freedom need in
which receiving equal rights for treatment the same as other patients was the first priority.

2. need responses of laminectomy patients;

2.1. sixty eight point five seven percents of the subjects had a survival need
response in which getting treatment and nursing care without complications was the first priority.

2.2. seventy one point four three percents of the subjects had a closeness need
response in which polite verbal communication and friendliness from the nurse was the first
priority.

2.3. seventy two point eight six percents of the subjects had a freedom need
response in which receiving equal rights for treatment the same as other patients was the first
priority.

These results could be used as baseline data for nursing staffs to plan and provide

nursing care to meet the needs of patients.



