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ABSTRACT

Caring for dying patients is an essential role for all nurses. The process of dying in a
hospital is a complicated situation and there are several factors being barriers to care for dying
patients. The purpose of this descriptive study was to determine overall nursing barriers in caring
for dying patients and each aspect, including patients, families, nurses, health care professionals,
and patient care system aspect. Using stratified random sampling, 155 nurses were recruited from
medical nursing section, Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital. Study instruments consisted of
Profile of Demographic Data and Nursing Barriers in caring for Dying Patients Questionnaire,
which were developed by the investigator. Content validity of questionnaire confirmed by panel
of experts was 0.95. Reliability of the questionnaire tested by the Cronbach’s alpha was 0.93.
Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics.

Results revealed that overall nursing barriers in caring for dying patients were
moderate level. Considering each aspect, patient care system and patients aspects were at high

level, whereas, families, nurses, and other health care professional aspects were at moderate level.



These findings could be used as basic data for improvement of quality care among

nurses and to development of clinical practice guidelines in caring for dying patients.



