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ABSTRACT

The change of physical, psychological, social, and spiritual aspects among persons
with HIV infection could affect to their self-concept. Therefore, the purpose of this descriptive
study was to determine self-concept among persons with HIV who recieved service at infectious
clinic, Sawankhalok hospital, Sukhothai Province. Two hundred and twenty-four persons with
HIV infection were purposively selected into the study during February to March, 2004
The instrument for data collection was a questionnaire consisting of 2 main parts:
1)} Demographic Data, 2) The Thai version of Tennessee Self-concept Scale modified by Amphi
Siripipat (1972). The reliability of the self-criticism questionnaire was .83 and the total self was
.94, Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics.

The results of the study revealed that a sample had a negative self-criticism and total
self when comparing with Thai’s normative scores. Considering each aspect, all were fell into
a negative self-concept. These, aranged by the order of the average mean scores, included social self
(X=49.24, SD=6.72), physical self (X=51.83, SD=7.94), moral-ethical self (X =54.73, SD=9.95),
personal self ( X =54.85, SD=9.86), family self { X =54.88, SD=10.24), self-satisfaction ( X =58.43,
SD=11.71), self-identity (X=81.24, SD=13.10), and behavior (X=88.87, SD=12.8).



The results of this study indicated that persons with HIV infection had a negative total
self-concept. Therefore, nurses should plan to enhance their self-concept, especially in the area of
social self which had a lowest mean scores in order to promote a positive attitude and to enhance

a sense of acceptance by society leading to their quality of life.



