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ABSTRACT

Patriarchy has contributed to violence against women both directly and structurally. The
ideology has resulted in gender inequality which women are subordinate and therefore inferior.
These attitudes are inherited through a cultivation process via mass media, especially television
dramas. This is because the medium is easily accessible, widely popular, and powerfully conveys
messages. In addition, the medium has a capacity to continuously reproduce and reinforce the
ideology.

This study aims to 1) examine the nature and quantity of violence against women which
is portrayed in Thai television dramas, and 2) describe the cultivation process of attitude towards
violence against women in Thai television dramas. Combined quantitative and qualitative
methods were used in this research. The researcher analyzed the violence against women by
counting the amount of violence portrayed in Thai television dramas. In addition, the researcher
analyzed content displaying violence against women and described the cultivation process of
attitudes regarding violence against women.

The content of this study is divided into three parts. The first part is an analysis of three
Thai television dramas based on plots, characters, themes, and dialogues. The second part is an
analysis of the nature and amount of violence against women which is portrayed in Thai
television dramas both directly and structurally. The third part is an analysis of the cultivation
process of the attitudes regarding violence against women in Thai television dramas.

Samples of this study were selected from Thai television dramas which were broadcasted
during the prime time hours on channel 3 and 7 from January to February 2008. According to the

violence index from the Gerbner's Violence Index program, the top three Thai television dramas



which displayed direct violence were Jam Loey Rak (The Defendant of Love), Yut Ta Kan Hak
Kan Tong (Battles to Get Married), and Sai Yai Sawahd (The Loving Thread).

In summary, the findings show that:

1) The content of Thai television dramas focuses on patriarchy ideology and justifies
violence against women. The organization of plots leads to revenge and battling for love. The
conflicts usually start from misunderstanding between male and female protagonists which
provokes violence against women. Stereotypes characters portrayed in the Thai television dramas
present women as subordinate and therefore inferior to men. The themes of the Thai television
dramas confirm that women have to tolerate to violence perpetrated by men. Women also have to
live up to defined behaviors of “good women” in order that they would be selected to be good
wives and mothers. The dialogues in the Thai television dramas usually reproduce patriarchy
ideology.

2) The Thai television dramas display a large quantity of violence against women in
various forms. The direct violence against women includes emotional abuse 52.78 percent and
physical abuse 47.22 percent. In addition, the socio-structural violence involves class, occupation,
social value, attitudes; while structural violence on gender can be seen in gender inequality.

3) The cultivation process of attitudes towards violence against women found in the Thai
television dramas begins with topic selection to meet viewers’ demands and ensure profit gains.
The stories emphasize relationships between men and women which basically tug at the viewers’
heartstrings. The Thai television dramas embed the attitudes of the violence against women by
defining “good and bad women” through the portrayal of stereotypes to socio-structurally justify
that men can use violence to punish bad women. Moreover, Thai television dramas form a set of
constructed ideas which persuades women to believe that love, virginity, and marriage are the
most important things in their lives. Therefore, woman protagonists have to safeguard their
virginity and tolerate violent actions from men to be considered as “good women” defined by the
medium which will help them attain love, marriage, and commendation from society.

As a result, the Thai television dramas play a significant role in the cultivation of

attitudes regarding violence against women, and reproduce the patriarchy ideology.



