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The purposes of this research were to study the political news in Thai newspapers 

during the governance of Mr. Samak Suthornwed, the prime minister and to compare the 

neutrality of political news which appeared in the contents of Thai newspapers during the 

governance of Mr. Samak Suthornwed, the prime minister. 

This research was a quantitative research.  The subjects of study included The Thai 

Rath and The Matichon. This was done by using data tables as a tool to analyze the contents 

concerning neutrality in presenting political news. The study covered news from the front pages 

to continued pages which were presented during January 29, 2008 until September 9, 2008, in the 

period of the governance of Mr. Samak Suthornwej, the prime minister. The study lasted 7 

months and 12 days.  This comprised 226 issues. 

The result revealed that there were totally 473 news which were presented political 

news.  171 news appeared  in The Thai Rath and 302 news were published in The Matichon.  The 

most popular political news were regarding the government and administration.  The second place 

was the fight to acquire power and influence in governance. The third was the exploitation which 

affected the majority.  The last one was the conflict due to limited national resources and the 

reconciliation. 
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The contents about the government and administration showed the attempt to amend 

the Constitution of the year 2007, the nomination of senior officials, the arrangement of the 

cabinet, the appointment of the cabinet, the resignation of the ministers, the council of 

representative conference, the statement of policies, the discussion of policies and the discussion 

of discredit.  According to the fight to acquire power and influence in governance, the news 

presented the movement of the People's Alliance for democracy, party dissolution cases, the 

disqualification of  politicians by election commission, nominee cases and the movement of Pol. 

Thaksin Shinawatra.  With relation to the exploitation which affected the majority, the news 

showed the prosecution of Pol. Thaksin Shinnawatra and his family.  The last matter concerning 

the conflict due to limited natural resources and reconciliation, the news presented the 

government policies in helping suffering people.  

Comparing with the neutrality of political news which appeared in the contents of 

Thai newspapers during the governance of Mr. Samak Suthornwej, the prime minister, it was 

found that the two newspapers tried to present the governance of Mr. Samak Suthornwed, the 

prime minister as a representative of both Pol.Thaksin  Shinawatra and The Thai Rak Thai Party 

as obviously seen by nicknames, headlines, including criticism by the media themselves.  One 

could say that the both newspapers could really not present political news in a neutral way which 

lacked the objectivity of the rumored, the balance on distributing news sources and still expressed 

their own opinions.  As one of mechanism in society, Thai newspapers might not be good media 

to report news that are essentially universal and objective in order to satisfy people’s rights 

concerning what they should know in a democratic system. 
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