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The aim of this research is to analyze the storytelling structure and creation process with
respect to disability, as presented in ten US movies; analyzing the different films in order to
describe how each film creates meaning around the issue of disability, whether the films are the
same or different in this respect, and how they can be explained in term of a semiotic analysis.
This is a qualitative research paper which studies the meaning behind film scripts based on the
concepts of storytelling, semiotic theory, movie semiotics, and different concepts of disability.

The researchfindings are as follows:

1. the ten movies have similar storytelling structure. The presentation of life’s issue; for
example love,family,social relation and self-actualization, is similar to that found in other movies.
The presentation details are the same, that is, the main character who is disabled is the one who

reflects life’s problems.

2. In term of meaning, it was found that the movies create meaning around disability on
two different levels: the first levels being within the movies script — telling the story of the
“normal” life of disabled people, and the second level being through the meanings embedded in
social problems such as social systems and ideologies, or even through the usual indicators of

normality.

It can be concluded that the portrayal of disability present in the ten movies is meant to

make society recognize and become aware of the social factors and values around this issue,



rather than directly communicating the meaning of disability itself, or creating an understanding

with regard to disability in the real world



