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ABSTRACT

The study of Representation of Relationship of Family Members as seen on Thai
Films is a qualitative research that aims to analyze representation of relationship of family
members as seen on Thai films. The data on which the analysis is based were collected from
seven Thai drama films which are presented in 2002-2008. The findings illustrated that

a) Role of family members

The films present the role of wife/mother in terms of earning money supporting
family living, that causes wife/mother has co-provider role. However, the films haven’t
dismissed the role of husband/father in the senses of patriarchy that maintains the main earning
for family living and has strong powerful decision in the family. In addition, the films portray the
role of wife/mother in house chores, taking care of husband and children training while the father
role on children training hardly presents through the films. Beside, house chores are mainly done
by wife.

Apart of that, the films present the change of family leader structure in terms of
becoming a family leader of wife for solution family problem. However, the film still maintains
the role of husband, which has final and strong powerful judgment whenever he decides. It
suggested that the films strongly emphasize representation of relationship of family members on
traditional social hierarchy in which male is a family leader.

Children role is portrayed based on respecting and having good manner against

family senior while relative role doesn’t clearly occur on Thai Films.



b) Conflicts of family members

The problems are shown in two main points which are (1) Problem of economy and
social enforced against family for example poor living status, lacking of money supporting and
crime in society (2) Internal problems from family or unstable family relationship for example
problem of lacking of understanding, unreliable between husband and wife, ignoring the role of
family leader, problem of parents training, including unexpected pregnant, the main problem is
violence in family and another points is focused on dishonest/betray as well as breaking the social
moral rules.

¢) Build up family relationship

The films mainly present representation on build up family relationship, which
outstanding representation is demonstration of love and understanding, in terms of taking care
and warm concern about a part of that, another build up representation is performing on nice
verbal language. Furthermore, the performance of patient and forgiveness are the approach on

family solution while democracy in the family has scarcely portrayed in the film.



