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ABSTRACT

At present Thailand still does not have any legal recognition of marriages of sexual
diversity people even though many of them live together like heterosexual couples. This study,
then, conducted to: 1) survey the condition of their disadvantages occurred by non legal
recognition of their marriages; 2) study Thai legal provisions prescribing rights and duties of
married couples and analyze the effects of those provisions on the aforementioned problems; 3)
study some foreign laws recognizing marriages or partnerships between sexual diversity people;
by means of documentary research and in-depth interview with a snow ball sample group of the

sexual diversity people in Thailand.

The in-depth interview revealed that 8 of the 20 sexual diversity interviewees
confronted at least one of the following disadvantages: 1) marriage registration in the country and
the effect of their marriage registration in foreign countries, 2) property management, 3) mutual
loan contract, 4) life insurance contract, 5) land possession, 6) tax deduction, 7) official welfare
for medical treatment, and, 8) domestic violence. Although the rest of the interviewees confirmed
that they have not had any disadvantage occurred by the law, they concurred that the present law

will cause them some disadvantages in the future.

The documentary research found some factual and legal disadvantages shared by those
revealed from the in-depth interview. The additional disadvantages found from the documentary

research are: 1) family rights and duties of married couples according to family law, heritage law,



torts law, criminal law, and criminal procedural law; 2) body or organ donation; 3) social

security; and, 4) medical care authorization.

This study found that some foreign countries enacted laws recognizing marriage or
civil partnership registration between sexual diversity people. This recognition entitles them

rights, duties, and other legal protections relating to their marriage or partnership status.

This study showed that even though the Thai Constitution B.E. 2550 proscribes
discrimination against sexual diversity people, they still encounter disparate treatment from the
dominant group of people as resulted by law and regulations of various institutions. The
researcher, then, is of the opinion that legal recognition of marriages of sexual diversity people is
a solution to those disadvantages and a resort to equality for them according to the spirit of the

anti-discrimination principle of the Thai Constitution.



