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Abstract

This survey research reading behavior of the youths in Mengrai district slum, Chiang Mai
Province had the objectives of studying the reading behavior of youths in the slum community of
Khwaeng Mangrai in Chiang Mai Province. The research tool was mainly questionnaires
distributed to 269 youths who were the sample group living in seven communities of Khwaeng
Mangrai slum area of Chiang Mai: Rakaeng, Paphrao Nok, Wat Hua Fai, Fa Mai Pratu Kom, Sala
Daeng, Ha Tanwa and Thippha Net. As many as 267 questionnaires (99.26%) were filled out and
returned. The data was processed using statistical analysis of frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation.

The results main purposes of youth are 1) relax / entertain. 2) Knowledge / education.
and 3)Tags information current. Showed that the kinds of materials read the most among the
youths were textbooks followed by cartoon books and newspapers respectively. The reading
frequency was every day for text books and every 2-3 days for magazines and newspapers. The
length of reading time was 1-2 hours each time for text books and cartoons/comics and less than
30 minutes each time for academic journals, newspapers and featured articles/documentaries.
Sources of reading materials were school libraries, book rental places and bookstores
respectively.

Their reading time varied: 06.00-13.00 hrs for newspapers, 17.01-21.00 hrs. for fiction
and 13.01-17.00 hrs. for academic materials/journals.

As for their interest and reading attitude, an over all, was at a moderate level and the
latter was at a high level. They felt that reading could make them smarter, more knowledgeable,

making good use of their free time, enhancing their imagination and creativity respectively.



Regarding factors influencing their reading, it was found that family had higher influence
level than friends but not insignificant were at a moderate level. The family factors that promoted
their reading habits were their parents who showed admiration when seeing them reading and
they instructed them on the benefits of reading and told them to search for the answers they
wanted from books. The factors related to friends were that the friends let them borrow books or

advised them and discussed the books with them as well as playing quiz games from the books.



