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ABSTRACT 
 

        The objectives of this Independent Study were to study the internet use and its impact on 

academic performance of vocational education students in Chiang Mai. The subjects in this 

research were 427 vocational students from 3 vocational schools in Chiang Mai registered in the 

second semester of the academic year 2009. They were selected by accidental sampling.  

        The instrument that facilitated data collection was a questionnaire. The statistical values used 

were frequency, percentile, mean, standard deviation, T-test, Chi-square, Spearman rank 

correlation coefficient, ANOVA, /01/234/56�with a pair method of Scheffé, and Binary Logistic 

Regression with a statistically significant level of .05.  

        The study found that 47.5% of students owned a computer with internet access, 35.6% had a 

computer without internet access, and 16.9% had no computer. Most students spent 20-500 Baht 

(63.3%) and 501-1,000 Baht (32.3%) per month for internet use. 

        Most students used the internet for both education and recreation at a high level. The 

purposes of using the internet for education at a high level included searching for information 

related to their study, homework, and report assignments respectively. The purposes of using the 

internet for recreation at a high level included searching for information according to their 

interest, listening to music, and other types of recreation respectively. Most students were likely 

to use the internet at internet service shops. The most preferable time was between 18.00-24.00 

p.m. They usually spent 2-3 times per week and 2-3 hours each time. But the students with internet 



 

 

access at home likely used the internet everyday for recreation and almost everyday for 

educational purposes. Male students spent more time than female students using the internet for 

recreation.  

��������Most parents knew the students used the internet for recreation at 91.1% and thought using 

the internet for recreation was not a problem (79.2%). There were 23.5% of the students who 

were internet addictive but their GPAs were not significantly different from those of the non-

internet addictive group.                                                                               

        There were positive correlations between both frequency and duration of using the internet 

for education and for recreation. There was no relationship of frequency or duration of using the 

internet with the students’ GPAs. The students who owned a computer with internet access had 

lower GPAs than the students who had a computer without internet access. The students who 

mainly used the internet at home had lower GPAs than the students who used the internet at 

computer laboratories at their institutes.  

        Most students reported that the internet was very useful for their study (60.7%).�The factors 

with positive effects on GPA standard were levels of using e-mail for education, homework and 

report assignments. The factor with negative effect on GPA standard was recreational internet use 

after midnight. 

 

 


