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ABSTRACT

This is a study of the portrayal of Thai people and Thai culture in recent
English novels set in Thailand by western novelist. The study focuses on how Thai
people and culture are portrayed and then analyzes positive and negative attitudes of
the novelists in their writings. This study also tries to explain the factérs and reasons

why the novelists portray Thai people and culture in inaccurate ways.

The collection of data is from categorizing the Thai characteristics of Thai
people and culture found in the three novels published since 1997 to 2003: Even Thai
Girls Cry by J.F.Gump, Minor Wife by Christopher G. Moore and Tea Money by Jake
Needham.

This study found that there are 12 positive issues and 29 negative issues in
these three novels. Some images seem to be stereotypes and inaccurate observation of
the authors. Furthermore, they portray negative images in sensitive issues, such as Thai
women and prostitution, minor wife, discrimination and corruption that unaveidably

defame Thailand’s reputation.
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Consequently, the hypothesis attained from this study is that there are five main
factors: time, accommodation, people one interacts with,' occupation and attitude that

affect western novelists in their portraying of Thai people’s characteristics and culture.



