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ABSTRACT

The number of mitochondria per cell varies by cell type and the number of mitochondrial
DNA (mtDNA) genomes varies per mitochondrion. In forensic investigations, biological samples
from unknown species may occasionally be found in crime scene and sometimes are needed to
prove of its origin. Here Bos Taurus DNA has been identified by analysis of the mitochondrial
cytochrome b gene. Thirty hair specimens from cows and blood specimens from human and other
animals (pig, dog, chicken and fish) were collected. DNA was extracted using the chelex method
and amplified by PCR. Amplicons were run on agarose gels. All cow samples gave a single 92 bp
band of the expected size; on the other hand, no bands from human and other animals were

obtained. Thus, this method is useful for the identification of Bos Taurus.



