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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to study the social network in forest conservation
of Mae Laoh watershed and 2) to determine the factors and procedure on social network building
in forest conservation of Mae Laoh watershed in Saluang subdistrict, Mae Rim district, Chiang
Mai province. The author employed the guideline on qualitative research study and collected the
data from main information source in the area by interview, group discussion and observation.
The obtained data was processed and analyzed by using descriptive and content analysis. The

study result was concluded as follow.

The social network in forest conservation of Mae Laoh watershed consisted of 4
communities which were Baan Muang Kah community in which there was Luah tribe people,
Phra Bahtsiroi and Huay Som Suk communities in which there were native northern people, and
Baan Mae Kah Piang community in which there were Karen and Hmong people. Each race had

its own unique cultures and traditions.

The factors and procedure on social network building in forest conservation consisted
of internal-community factors i.e. wisdom on forest conservation of the communities, community
nature, ecosystem, way of living, community cultures and relatives system. It was found that local
wisdom was used to manage natural resources associated with thinking system, belief in ghosts

and supernatural powers, religious faith through ceremonies and festivals of the communities and



they were customarily used to be guideline for their descendants, relatives who expanded to be
strong network. Importantly, strong leaders who had vision and conscience of the communities in
respect to superiors, especially the King, brought the activities of the successful network. In term
of external factors, private organization gave support, for example, The Foundation for Education
and Development of Rural Areas (FEDRA), The Church of Christ in Thailand etc. who promoted
quality of life development, propagating religion to people in the communities. These were the
most important factors which helped motivate the collection and activities management of the
network. In addition, the impacts from government policy and new technology entering to the

communities were also the factors on network building as well.

For the procedure of network building, the causes were that 1) forest invasion resulted
shortage of water 2) conflicts occurred between nearby communities on resources owning and 3)
impacts of government policy and forest management made people unite to brainstorm about
solutions to the community’s problems in order to have more conservative forest area which
resulted more water and good ecosystem. Then, it was able to have regulation or social rules of
forest, water and wild animal conservation under the coordination from various groups of people
in the communities. Local wisdom was applied to conserve natural resources which provided
natural food in local area and could be developed to be tourist spot, furthermore, idea exchanging
and learning among community organizations and various networks happened to strengthen the

community power on management of sustainable natural resource conservation.



