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ABSTRACT

This study is a qualitative research based on the participatory concept. Data
were collected by means of in-depth interview and non-participatory observation of
80 people who were formal and non-formal local leaders and people who were
stakeholders in the area, namely those of Tambon Thasud, Nanglae, Mae Khaotom
and Rimkok of Chiang Rai Province. The data were analyzed and the results were
descriptively presented. The findings were as follows:

Regarding the people’s participation in planning, decision making,
identifying alternatives, implementing, follow-up and evaluating the city planning
process of the community was rather low and they did not participate in the process
directly. On the other hand, they tended to participate indirectly through their formal
leaders who coordinated with the relevant government units supervising city planning.
The city planning process of the communities in the vicinity of Mae Fah Luang
University was conducted by the department of Public Works and Town Planning of

Chiang Rai Province according to the Town Planning Act. In the public hearing



stage, they allowed the people to participate through their formal leaders only. Thus,
the people did not have any chance to explain about the conditions of their residential
areas, the problems and the needs of the community, which will make the city
planning truly respond to their needs. The major obstruction to the people’s
cooperation problem was due to poor distribution of information which resulted in

lack of knowledge and understanding in the city planning among the people.



