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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research on “Local Wisdom in Aquatic Animal Conservation
of the Doi Tao Lake Rim Comunities, Chiang Mai Province” were to study the community
context of the local wisdom concerning with the management and conservation of various
aquatic animals around the Doi Tao lake rim, the local wisdom involved in the aquatic
animal conservation before and after the construction of Bhumipol Dam in Tak Province.

Data were collected through key informants, using participant and non-participant
observations, intreviewing and focus group discussions.

The collected data were analized by categorizing into group, and interpreting in
order to respond to the objectives of the research.

The results of this research were as follows:

1. In the former days, the communities settling around Doi Tao lake had rich natural
resources, with their unique culture and tradition. When the construction of Bhumiphol Dam was
finished, fishing conducted for personal consumption was turned into the commercial purposes.
However, local wisdom regarding water creature management have been brought down from
generation to generation among relative network.

2. Local wisdom as stated above showed the integration of traditional wisdoms and
modern wisdoms that supported daily way of living.

3. The local wisdoms brought down from former generations and from state officers

regarding catching aquatic animals, utilizing and preseving them had already been tested,



observed, selected and put together before hansferring aquatic animals, from one generation to the
others. The problems were solved while the existence was evidenced in the communities.

4. As for the promotion of local wisdom regarding varied aquatic animal
management of the communities around Doi Tao lake rim, the statde offices should provide the
new generations with budgets applicable for certain activities. They should promote those people
who seriously conserved resources and praticed teaching with children and youths who wished to

acquire those wisdom.



