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ABSTRACT

This independent study on Ecotourism  Management
Potential of Ban Mae Kam Pong, Changwat Chiang Mai, addresses
specifically the readiness of the community-s participation taking

into account its ecological context, social - cultural dimension, and

human resource.

Qualitative methods including group discussion, semi -
structured interview, survey and observation were employed to
collect data and information from different groups of key
informants which consisted of the Village Ecotour - Committee
members, tea farmers, villagers who provide tourism services to
visitors to the community and local authorities involved in the
village’s ecotourism.

The study found that Mae Kam Pong Village has a high
potential for ecotourism considering from various perspectives.
Geographically, the village community is located on high
mountain with beautiful surrounding scenery which remains in
ecologically balancing nature and can be accessible by visitors
throughout the year.



¥

The community's way of life is still simple maintaining

much the traditional cultural value. The local Maieng or tea
farmers have settled down there for several generations practicing
a noteworthy tea - farming system in the forest that can render the

communitys forests the healthful condition until today.

The study also found that the community has local human
resource namely the villagers who are capable of appropriately
managing ecotour - activities in compatibility with the local
context. It can be concluded that the three main backgrounds
including the village ecological, socio - cultural, and people all
together will serve as important basis for a sustaining healthy
ecotourism venture of this village community.



