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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the organic agriculture of the
agriculturists in a community, factors influencing a transition from chemical to organic
agriculture, and the transitional process of chemical to organic agriculture of the farmers in

Na Heuk Village, Saluang sub-district, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province.

This qualitative research started with a review of documents, concepts and relevant
theories concerned. The data were collected by the use of participant and non-participant
observations, semi-structural interviews, tape recording and picture taking. Those data were
grouped, categorized, interpreted, and, then, described. The results of the study were as follows:

The organic agriculture was based on a self-reliant principle in different manners.
The farmers used their own resources to produce their organic fertilizer, such as, from animal
manure, plant compost and bio-fertilizer in a solution form. Besides, they used herbs as
insecticide, which was in accordance with their own traditional wisdom. The farmers usually
grew typical crops that could be found in their local community and good enough to resist the
crop diseases such as red jasmine common rice, soybean, and local vegetables. The group

production was in accordance with their traditional rotating production without using



any chemical substance. The products would be reduced within 1-2 years after the chemical
substances were canceled, and would be increased in the third year in comparison with the
previous time when the chemical substances were used.

Factors influencing a transition of chemical to organic agriculture were, firstly, the
health and environmental problems in the community. Secondly, income from chemical cropping
was lower, as this type of agriculture was monopolized by the capitalists in comparison with the
organic farming method. Thirdly, there were some promotion learning programs to develop the
organic agriculture leaders in the community. Fourthly, the farmers received accumulated
information of advantages of using organic farming from various media such as television, radio,
neighbors and promotion authorities. Those all factors promoted them to learn more about
making a shift from chemical to organic farming. Lastly, organic farming was appropriate for a
number of household labors, enough water and bio-technology. Furthermore, there was an
acceleration of organic crops’ marketing, supporting the farmers to the way of farming
transformation.

The transitional process happened in the community by utilizing their acquired
modern knowledge integrated with their ancestors’ wisdoms. Such transition was found as a

continuing process through learning and adaptation



