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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to study the adaptation for survival of Tai Lue system of
production, social relations of production, and consumption under the capitalist
economy, effecting beliefs, rituals, values, and thereby, their natural resources and
environment management. As a case of study, Tai Lue community of Ban Mae Sap,
Tambon Samoeng Tai, Amphoe Samoeng of Changwat Chiang Mai would be selected.
To collect data for analysis and report-writing, the community's knowledgeables,
leaders, and other qualified persons, would be interviewed, their views and expertise
accessed by means of group meetings and discussions, together with the researcher's
participatory observations in the people's daily activities and rituals.

From this study, it was found that Tai Lues in Ban Mae Sap community
had long been established themselves in Lanna Kingdom and taken rice farming as
their major means of subsistence. Rice and buffaloes could, therefor, be claimed to be
their cultural emblems. Tai Lues believed in spirits as supreme beings, residing in all
living things and nature. The beliefs, rituals and values in the community were, therefor,

the expressions of the ultimate virtues, and having in tum, impacts on the people's



behaviors in their economic production, distribution, as well as, the balanced natural
resources and environment management.

The Government investment in infra-structures and their encouragement
for marketing economy, had great on the Tai Lues community's production and its
distribution, and thereby, changed the socio-cultural identities of the Tai Lues. The latter,
however, were able to adapt their traditional identities in response to newly changed

economy and ways of living.

In the midst of the above mentioned changes, what should be of most
interest and concern are the direction of the Tai Lues socio-economic changes and their
impacts upon cultural identities and ways of life in the future, so that the latters could be

appropriately reserved.



