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Abstract

The objectives of this study is to find practical solutions for traditional
adjustment processes in resource management, pertaining to the community
proprietary right system, under the state laws. The study has two analytical concepts:
the first is on the community resource control and management, and the second is on
the proprietary right and its accomplishment. The two concepts can be linked and
correlated, so that they can be used, in concrete forms and in correspondent with the
tribal society’s traditions, as solutions for deteriorating highland resources. Karen
commumity at Ban Huai Hin Lad Nai has been selected as the sample of this study.

From this study, it is found that the society, especially its traditions and
beliefs, are prime movers for social control mechanism, inherited from one generation
to another, so that the people can live peacefully in the midst of changes. The people’s
ways of living emphasizes the community’s capacity and potentiality for sustainable
resource management basing on local knowledge and traditions.

In response to the state power, with attempts to penetrate into the tribal
community, the Pakakayaw (Karen) have used their internal adaptations, in terms of
both community structure and cultural dynamism, in response to such advancement.
All innovations have first to pass through the community acculturation process before
they are accepted as people’s ways of practice for their own survival, and not being
outdated. Such community ways of practice are correspondent in its objectives with
the government conservation and sustainable management policies.



As regards the proprictary right system, it is found that the current legal
measures emphasize the state and private property, in accordance with the world
capital system. Such legal measures have detrimental effects on the long-lived
community rights and thereby promoted conflicts and confrontation. From this study,
it was found that the Pakakayaw community at Ban Huai Hin Lad Nai have satisfied
with their ways of living, without demanding for any private proprietary right. In the
area over 10,000 rai, in which the Pakakayaw and their neighbors have utilized for
their living, it can be identified with their long-lived inherited ways of life. The
ecological diversity of the area have attracted visitors, from nearby and far-away

areas, who would come and learn about the meaning and their ways of “community
rights.”



