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Abstract

- . s . e 2 . .
The study aimed at acquiring the data concerning communities Soc10-econOmMIC

conditions which linked to the gradually deteriorated natural resources of conserved forests.

This le to various forms of resource claims in the conserved forests. Four theoretical

frameworks : hurpan ecology ; political ecology; participation ; sustainable development

were applied. Basing upon the above theoretical frameworks, human beings and ecological

systems have relied upon each other. According to socio-economic as well as socio political

impacts, the patural resources had gradually been exploited and regulated by the state but

without the Jocal community participation. As a result, the communities were not certain of

their existing rights upon those natural resources. Different forms of right claiming had been

employed while the natural resources had gradually been exploited and deteriorated.



The results showed that communities in Maetho were identified as original groups
of Bangongla (Karen) and Ban Maikongloi communities (Lua,Karen,Lowlanders) while those
migrated groups were identified as Ban Sanbolek (Hmong) and Ban Laclee (Haw chinese,
Hmon). The original groups made their living on subsistent agriculture whilethe migrated
groups grew opium. All those four groups led their lives peacefully. They observed the
natural resources and environments with respect. Traditions and beliefs played major roles.
Market system was almost ignored since they were far away and difficult to reach out. As
they had shifted slash-and-burn cultivating areas one after another, the “state” considered
the activity as major cause of natural resources deterioration. The state then, with the legal
authority, claims the rights on those conserved forests. Koon Maelai, Maecham were
declared .national reserve forest. Local pe0p1e’s setlement and cultivated areas were then in
the national reserve forests. Not long after, forest reforestation projects were launched
aiming at rehabilitating the watershed. These reforestation programs were encroached upon
the existing cultivated areas of the local people. Forests proclaimed as state property were
gradually occupied by iocal people. New infrastructures as well as school, roads, health
care station were constructed within the communities aiming at improving living condition of
the people. When cash crops were introduced to replace slash-and-burn cropping practices,
the cultivated areas were extended into the state forests. Many trees were cut down since
they believed that those trees dwindled the water. When Maetho was surveyed and about to
be proclaimed as national park, the local people were not certain of their rights upon the
natural resources they have held.

Rejecting the community’s de facto rights on the natural resources control and
management the state authority had changed the communities’ simple way of life into the
more comphicated. Produces were made to suppiy the market. Market transaction, loans for
production were introduced. However, the villagers remained poor and had debt burden.
Natural resources were vehemently exploited. Soil, water, forests were rapidly deteriorated.
Since the legal measures proclaimed by the state were not fully enforced or even not
enforced al all, all those forest resources - considened as state properties — were turned into

open success. The local communities, meanwhile, claimed their rights in various forms in




order to remain in those conserved forest. Those forms of resource claim in the conservation
forests of Maetho National Park, Hot district, Chiang Mai were both positive and negative.
Positively, organizational networks within river basin were founded to conserve natural
resources while forests within the areas were proclaimed as community forests. Negatively,
cultivated areas were cleared and made use continuously. Some fruit trees were grown.
Boundaries were set up to verify community members’ holdings. The rights to own these
land was exerted as a condition to assure that the commmunities had the rights to keep
on existing in those conserved forests. In terms of natural resource management,
decentralization as well as the communities. participation should be put into practices. The
communities rights upon the natural resources should be recognised. Their potentials in
natural resources management would then be developed while their lives in conservation

forests would also be prolonged.




