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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to disclose preventive behavior on health hazards
caused by air pollution from Mae Moh thermal power plant among the affected people.
The study was done by evaluating of knowledge about composition, origin, health hazards
and prevention of health hazards caused by air pollution ; attitude towards health hazards and
prevention of health hazards caused by air pollution ; and the subject’s actual practice on
prevention of health hazards. Moreover, the study is aimed to examine whether differing
demographic and socio-economic factors among the subjects were associated to their
preventive behavior on health hazards or not.

The target population involved were the residents of M.1, M.2, M.3 and M.4
of Tambon Sobpard, Amphoe Mac Moh, Lampang aging between 20-693 years. The
sample was derived by purposive sampling procedure from the above mentioned residents
with the past history of illness caused by air pollution during the past 3 years. The
instrument used was questionnaire which consisted of 4 parts. Part 1 pertained to personal
data. Part 2 pertained to knowledge. Part 3 pertained to subject’s attitude, and Part 4
pertained to actual practice on prevention of health hazards cause by air pollution. The form

of questionnaire was three-choice rating scale. Each part consists of 15 items.




The computerized SPSS programme was employed in data analysis. The
statistical procedures included percentages, means, and standard deviations. The t-Test
procedure was applied for comparison of the mean pairs. The F-test was applied for the test
of overall significance of differences among means and, should such differences be found
statistically significant, the Scheffe's technique was applied for further investigation of the
differences among means. Findings concluded as follows: On the average, the affected
people indicated a high level of the knowledge of, and attitude towards risk factors and
preventive behavior. They indicated a moderate level of practice on prevention of health
hazards caused by air pollution. Affected people of different age, occupation and monthly
income indicated differing preventive behavior on health hazards with statistically significant

at the .05 level.




