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ABSTRACT

Late in first attendance for antenatal care may cause some unwanted results such as the
maternal death, neonatal death, low birth weight and preterm delivery. This issue remains a major
public health problems in Lamphun province.

This was analytical cross-sectional study aimed to determine the factors related to late
attendance for antenatal care in pregnant women who attended the services at Lamphun hospital
during January and March 2011. The data collection was performed by using questionnaires,
interviewing 102 pregnant women. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics which
include frequency, percentage, average and standard deviation. The analysis on the relationship of
quantitative data was by statistical t-test and Mann-Whitney U where else the analysis on the
relationship of qualitative data was by statistical Pearson-Chi-Square and Fisher’s exact test, both
statistical significance levels were .05.

The results showed that 41.6 percent was late attendance for antenatal care. The factors
associated were based on pregnant women’s knowledge of the impact on delivery outcomes of
late antenatal care, employment status and income. The probability of late attendance in a group

of pregnant women who don’t know about the impact of late antenatal care was 1.8 times higher



than those of knowing about the impact. (PR= 1.780, 95% CI; 1.037-3.054; P-value = 0.025).
Pregnant women who were unemployed was 1.6 times for late attendance, compared to those who
were employed (PR= 1.633, 95% CI; 1.028-2.592; P-value= 0.037). Pregnant women with no
income was 1.8 times for late attendance, compared to those with regular income (PR= 1.824,
95% CI; 1.160-2.867; P-value= 0.013). This study suggested that it is important for pregnant
women to realize the impact of late antenatal care. Community participation should be promoted.
The pregnancy test kit with cheap price should be available and easily accessed. More job

opportunities should be provided to women.



