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ABSTRACT

The study explored the people's health and the health determinent factors changed
due to the Mae Moh lignite mine cx.pansion. Based on both qﬁantitative and qualitative methods,
205 people living in Banmai Nakam Village were selected, using questionaire while 9 people
were indepth interviewed and 6 people participated in focus group discussion. Data were
collected from February - August 2003. Chi - square test was used to analyze the quantitative data
and the qualitative data was analyzed by using content analysis.

This study found that due to the mine expansion, some health determinent factors
had changed, in particular, changes in the economic status such as having high level of income
and changing occupation pattern from working on farm to being labburer in an organization.
Moreover, pattern of family structure and the decline in 5griculture area and pollution resulting
from increasing the use of varied vehicles, were also changed. In addition, access to medical care
and using drugs among teenagers were also mentioned.

In examing four dimensions of health, it was found that, in a physical dimension of

health, there were an increase of a number of mortality caused by unknown cause among the



older people as well as the increase of death from vehicle accident among the adult. Moreover,
the number of disease causing from working condition was also increased.

For the psychological dimension of health, most participants expressed their living in
tension as a result of economical difficulties and feeling insecure since they had no legal rights in
their land.

In the social dimension of health, the pattern of relationship had changed but there
were a number of community organizations providing help and support.

In the spiritual dimension of health, there were self satisfaction among adulthood but
they preferred elderly habitation more than new residence. Whereas, new generation or new
comer preferred new residence but someone dissatisfied because of unemployment.

Health factors consisted of age and family structure showed significantly correlation
with the physical dimension of health (p<0.05). Furthermore, gender, marriaged status and
income affected the psychological dimension of health. Nevertheless, the social dimension of
health was not affected from these factors but marriaged status, participated groups and health
service approach were significantly affected the spiritual dimension of health (p<0.05).

This stﬁdy can be used as guidelines for scoping and direction to health impact
assessment among people in respect to expanding Mae Moh lignite mine that affected population

well-being continuously with people participation.



