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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to know specific _
characteristics of parents and child attendants in believe,value,
openion, exceptation, knowledge, attitude and practice for caring
dental health of preschooi children, know the fact of dental
public health programs of child attendants health center
officials and sub-district developers and know prevalence of
dental caries in , mean of caries experience of
decideous teeth and mean of oral hygeine of preschool children in
preschool children centers, Muang district Lampang province.

_ This study was comprised of data collection of 3 methods
namely :1) surveying of dental health status of 329 preschool



children by using Patient Hygeine Performance index and caries
experience of decideous teeth indexs; 2) 'bonducting of
questionaire for 329 parents, 30 child attendants, 19 health
center officials and 7 sub-district developers and 3) conducting
of indepth interview in 12 parents, 4 child attendants, 2 public
health center officials and a sub-district developers.

The results were that most parents were small farmers and
labour. They thought that oral health was less important. We
found that the differences that parents, who gave much sweets to
children as reward,had children who had high dental caries
experience (5-6 teeth per person). But parents who gave sweets to
~ their children only after meal, limited quantity of sweets and
took care of tooth brushing in their children trended to have low
dental caries experience (1-2 teeth per person). Child attendants
thought that oral examination and tooth brushing were good for
oral health of the children.But in practice they did not strict
.on tooth brushing and did not control the surrounding in
preschool children centérs.They thought. that, it was hard for
them and that the parents should take care of much more.Groups of
health center officials thought that the concern of child
attendants made their works success. Groups of sub-district
developers thought that their roles were not appropriate because
they hud less knowledge about dental public health. The
prevalence and severity of dental caries in decideous teeth of
children were high (83.59 percent,10.96 surface per person) and
the mnean of oral hygeine was low (3f34 score). It thus can be
concluded that the influences of parents were high, to dental
health status of children in preschool children centers whereas

the influences of another groups were not dominant.





