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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate the knowledge,
belief and practice in malaria prevention; the correlation between
khowledge, belief, supportive and stimulating factors (i.e. sex,
education, occupation, income) and the practice of malaria prevention
in the sample population. The study was conducted on a group of 260
residents, age 15-60 vyears, selected from Ban Jong village, Pongpha
Sub-district, Mae-gsai District, Chiang Rai Province. Samples were
selected by a multi-stage random sampling. The data were collected by
interviewing held between February and April 1994 and were analyzed by
using frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation,

Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient and chi-square test.




The results revealed that 44.2% of the study group had
moderate levels of knowledge concerning malaria. The most f requent:
misconception was that people could be infected by drinking the water
from mosquito’s egg laying areas which accounted for 55% of the sample,
T4.2% of the sample held correct beliefs about malaria. 45.8% of the
sample had the misconception that sacred materials could protect them
from malaria. The level of malaria prevention practice was moderate:
26.9% never protected themselves when leaving the houses in the
twilight and for visiting their neighbours in the evenings 21.5% never
took mosquit.'o\nets when travelled to endemic areas. About 75.4% of
the sample received limited supporting and stimulating ' factors in
malaria prevention such as rainbow fish providing (9.2%) and cassette
tapes educating them about malaria prevention (11.2%)

There was no statistically significant correlation between
personal factors i.e. sex, education, occupation and méla.ria
prevention practice. Regarding the correlation bhetween knoﬁledge,
belief, supportive stimulating facters and the practice of malaria
prevention, however, had the positive correlation statistically
significant at 0.05 level (r = 0.1533, 0.2162 and 0.4735 respectively).

The results suggest that to improve malaria prevention in the
rural areas there be a combination of cooperation and Jjoint action
between villagers, health volunteer.s and community leaders in control
of egg laying areas, the.use of rainbow fish and the advising of
villagers the right wa,;y to prevent malaria. All public health
officials must supply the necessary education media , medicine and

chemicals and supervise all health volunteers regularly.




