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Abstract

The objective of this study was to investigate the pesticide
utilization pattern and compare the farmers’ knowledge and practice
before and after the implementation of edﬁcational program on the
prevention and control of hazardous pesticides. This study was one
group pre-post test design. Conducted among 100 farmers living at
Wangihong\dllage, Tambon Nongyaphong, Wang Saphung District, Loei
Province who used pesticides during March to May 1992 by a Simple
Random Sampling method. Data were collected by using interview form
and testing of farmer’s knowledge and practice.Frequency distribution,
percentage distribution, mean; standard deviation and Paired-t-test

were used for data analysis.



The results revealed that the majority of farmers were male,
comprising 74.00% of the total. Most of them were 36-45 years of age.
Eighty-three percent completed primary school, 64.00% had adequate
jncome, and 60% had experienced symptoms of pesticide poisoning.
Pesticides used were insecticides and herbicides.The major groups of
insecticide used were organophosphate, organochlorine, pyrethoid,
carbamate; and the major group of herbicide used was paraquat.

Regarding to the source of knowledge,The tambon agricultural
officer was the main source in giving knowledge on pesticide usage
while the redio and television programs provided information on the
selection of pesticides. Among 74.00% of them bought pesticides from
pesticide stores and vendors in Wang Saphung District.

The scores of knowledge before and after the implementary
educational program were compared and it was found that 54.00% and
49.00% achieved low score level, respectively and the difference was
not statistically significant (p>0.01). In contrast, the score of
practice that met high score leyel were 31.00% and 56.00%,respectively
and the difference was statiétically significant (p<0.01). However,
‘their practice was still incorrect,particulary they rarely wore gloves

and masks during spfaying.

From the above findings, it was suggested that there Should
be development of suitable and highly effective education program
for farmers. In practice, good protective equipment should be

developed taking enviromment and socioeconomic aspects into account.



