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ABSTRACT

This independent study is aimed to study the uses of new media and the
constructions of public space in Thai political society, by focusing on a case study of Voice TV’s
Facebook. The objectives of study are (1) to study the roles and a significance of new media as a
public space which open up opportunities for political communications between a private sector
and a group of the new media users in civil society, and (2) to analyze the uses of new media that
are practiced by a media company and media consumers in expressing and communicating their
political opinion in a democratic society.

The study found that a phenomenon of Voice TV Facebook is not only reflected
a new media phenomenon in Thai society but also it is reflected in a rising trend and the growing
numbers of new media users, most of them are members in the middle class, in the internet world
and their patterns of media consumption. Particularly the ways these media consumers use the
new media in seeking news and information which are different from the representation of
mainstream media, and the search for new social space to express their political opinions within a
power structure that is regulated by the state. The study also found that the uses of new media by
a media business is tended to be using it to present political news that differs from the
presentation of mainstream media, particularly the ways the new media group present a news
comment program, an interviews program with the significant sources or public figures. In

studying the consuming behavior of new media users this research found that in the present the



spread and expansion media technologies and the internet is related to the rise of political
awareness and participation in politics among the middle class. The media consumer groups that
need to create their public forum for political communication, in the public, in expressing their
political opinions, in a democratic society and in joining in a new social movement, through their
participations in the public places or a new form of community which is being created by the uses

of new media and the media consumption in Thai society in the present.



