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ABSTRACT

This independent study was aimed at examining ideas, principles, developments, models
and methods of secondary education administration in Thailand, beginning from the Education
Project of 1898 during King Rama V’s reign to that under the present national education law of
1999 as amended in 2010. It is basically of a documentary and historical inquiry nature plus some
random conversations with people responsible in the field for secondary education administration.

It was found that secondary education administration during the absolute monarchy era
was that carried out for a very limited number of students and the demand for it was also very.
Moreover, the then Ministry of Education, compared to other Ministries, was very much under
funded rendering its secondary education provision efforts incapable of reaching those beyond the
capital’ s boundaries. Even given the fact that more secondary schools had been opened outside
the capital city during the latter part of King Rama VI’ s reign (1910 — 1925), they still lacked
personnel, budget and equality of educational opportunity.

Following the great change in 1932, secondary education administration began to pay
more attention to the issue of citizens’ rights to more formal education including secondary
education. It was not until the promulgation of the 1997 Constitution when the idea of a national
education law was finally put to practice. The 1999 National Education Act defines secondary

education as part of basic education and established the “Basic Education Commission” at the



Ministry of Education. Its work is carried out by Offices of Educational Service Area scatted
around the country. These offices handled until July of 2010 both primary and secondary
education creating basic education administrative unity of some sort. However, this seeming unity
did not last long. Primary and secondary education personnel in the field, particularly the latter,
quickly found out that actually they belonged to different administrative and organizational
cultures and values. The divorce finally came in July of 2010. Secondary education people broke
the unity and again set up their own administrative structures and practices.

However, the new structures and practices coexist with those of the primary education
only at the service area level. At the central Ministry level, they both are still under the same
umbrella body, the Basic Education Commission. Again, the basic education administration unity,
in practical existence for only about six years, was shattered. It now remains to be seen whether
the new secondary education form and practices will be efficient and effective ones and ever be

instrumental to the long cherished administrative unity the whole education system badly needs.



