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ABSTRACT

The research on behavior of the on-line game dependents was aimed at studying the
relationship between the players of on-line game dependents and the game. The study had applied
concepts from adolescent behavior theory in analyzing the dependent’s game playing behavior. The
research had observed the cases as well as had interview with them in both formal and informal
manner. The target group of this study included five 15-22 years old youths who had engaged in the
on-line game for at least 3 years. Among these, 4 were male and 1 was female. These game
dependents regularly came to play the game at a game store on the street behind Chiang Mai
University campus. All the case did not stick to a particular game but were interested many games.
The findings reveal that the dependents’ behavior was related to the characters in the game which
could satisfy the needs of the youths who had sought acceptance and victory. The cases had
emotional fluctuation which was natural for the teenagers. All these characteristics had led them to
inappropriately engage with the game, taking too much time and lost opportunity to do something
else which might have been useful to their life. Moreover, it was found also that understanding,
warmth, and friendship could help the game dependents to reduce their addiction to the game and

sought other activities to engage with as well.
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