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. The production, marketing and the production cost of pineapple (Pattavia cultivar) as
well as the production on efficiency of the pineapple growers in Lampang Province were
~ examined in this study. Data and information were collected from 150 pineapple growers and
relevant persons in the five villages having the largest numbers of growers in Tambon Ban Sadej,
Muaeng ‘D.istrict, Lampang Province.

Most pineapple growers were found to be male and the farm manager themselves while
female farmers generally worked as farmhand. The farmers grew pineapple because they were
skillful in this crop and cultivation has been their main occupation. The average farm size was
14.80 rai. The pineapple is a perennial and cannot stand wet a water logging condition. The best
area -for the pineapple is hill stop and the best soil is well-drained sandy loam. Land should be
ploughed to 40-50 cm. in depth to prepare for the cultivation. Pineapple suckers and crowns can
be used as planting material which should be planted when the soil moisture is not too high
preferably during January—April. Pineapple growers generally apply fertilizers twice at 3-4
months after planting and 7-8 months after planting. Chemical spraying is normally applied after
fertilization to prevent weeds’ competition for the nutrients or done 1-2 weeks before fertilization

if the weeds are too heavy. About 10-12 months afier planting, the pineapples start to produce



flowers and young fm_ifs. When young fiuits are about 2-3 months old, tﬁe growers will full the
strap like leaves up an& fasten them to cover the fruit to prevent it from sunburn. It takes 6 months
for fruits to mature.

| ‘The pineapple growers under study ‘were found to use similar kind and level of
production inputs inpluding land, spraying machine, grass mower, hoe spade, sickle, and (200
liter) plastic bin, This is because their farmland is next to one another’s,.they are related as
kinsmen, and they use the same groups of farmhand hence leading to the imitative p:ractices.'
Farm labors are from family membél;s, exchange labors, as well as additional wage workefs who
are local villagers or villagers in the same tambon. -

On the average, the total production cost was 14,561.67 baht per rai. Each farm
'household also on the average spent 2; 238 65 baht for farm tools and machinery, 6,660. ba.ht for
- land renting, 22,200 baht for land preparatlon 10 100 baht for investment credit mterest 69,320
‘baht for labor cost 36,504.50 baht for planting materials(suckers or crowns), 27,663 bal;t for
fertilizer, and 15,548 baht for pest control chemicals, The total expenditure per farm household

vi;as,_ thefefore, 218,883.16 baht. From the totai cost of 14,561.67 baht/rai and the total:output of
64,665.33 kilograms; the pineapple yield became 4,369 kilograms per rai and the average cost per
kilbgram was 3.33 baht. The pineapple growers sold their outputs to representatives or procurers
of b‘usim.a_s_s.- firms (for pineapple processing) by the weight, They also sold to large farmers by the
'weig'ht-if the fruits would be used fc'n". processing and by the head if the fiuits were for direct

o consumptlon

Th1s study found the pmeapple production in Lampang Province was decreasing returns

to'scale_. The farms on the average had technical inefficiency probably due to the imitative
practices and the use of the same source of wage workers which contributed to the similar cost
structure. M_eanwhile, they also had low allocative efficiency and low economic efficiency; and

- this implies they might be able to cut down their cost of production further.



